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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 

. report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-6 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1-9 as originally filed 
Drawings, Sheets 

1^-5^ as originally filed 

D a sequence listing andA)r any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



3,4,6,7,9 
1,2,5,8 
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International application No. 
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1 The following document is referred to in this conamunication: 

D1 : US 3 883 036 A (HAVEN HERM L ET AL) 13 May 1975 (1975-05-13) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.2 The description (page 4, last par.) and figure 5 show that the bridges, connecting 
the mirror and outer part of the lid can be partial bridges and do not have to 
continue all the way "through" the lid rim. 

Furthermore, dependent claim 3 can only be dependent on claim 1 , if the bridge 
part in claim 1 is a partial bridge, the latter is therefore assumed. 

2.3 Document D1, which shows a lid rim comprising partial bridges, discloses (the 
references in parenthesis applying to this document): 

thenmoformed plastic container lid (1) comprising a substantially sheet like lid body 
having a depending skirt (5) extending around the full periphery of the lid body, the 
skirt being suitable for engagement with the peripheral portion of a plastic open 
top container (2), comprising a lid rim (1 6) in a position near the periphery of the 
lid body, which divides the lid body in a centrally located mirror and an outer part 
on the other side of the lid rim, whereby the lid rim comprises one or more bridges 
(20) connecting the mirror and the outer part. 



3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2, 5, 8 

3.1 Dependent claims 2, 5, 8 do not contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT In 
respect of novelty and inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 



4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 3, 6, 7, 9 
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4.1 Dependent claims 3, 6, 7 and 9 do not contain any features whicli, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the 
PCT in respect of inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 

4.2 Each feature of one of the claims 6, 7 and 9 is merely one of several straight- 
fonward possibilities from which the skilled person would select, in accordance with 
circumstances, without the exercise of inventive skill. 

4.3 In claims 3 a slight constructional change in the partial bridge of claim 1 is defined 
(the difference being that the bridge of claim 3 consists of 2 indentations coming 
from the in- and outside, instead of 1 indentation coming from the Inside). 

This minor change comes within the scope of the customary practice followed by 
persons skilled in the art, especially as the advantages thus achieved can readily 
be foreseen. Consequently, the subject-matter of claim 3 also lacks an inventive 
step. 

4.4 The combination of the features of dependent claim 4 is neither known from, nor 
rendered obvious by, the available prior art. The reasons are as follows: 

The prior art does not show the possibility of having partial bridges while leaving 
the top of the lid rim uninterrupted. 
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